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SUBJECT: VISIT OF DEVELOPMENT MINISTER PRATT 

1. DESPITE ASSURANCES FROM EMBASSY OF SIERRA LEONE THAT 
ALL FIVE MEMBERS OF DELEGATION WOULD BE PRESENT AT MEET- 
INGS, ONLY PRATT, PERMANENT SECRETARY NYLANDER, AND EM- 
BASSY ECON OFFICER ATTENDED. ALTHOUGH SIERRA LEONEANS CON- 
SISTENTLY LATE FOR APPOINTMENTS, MEETINGS WENT WELL, WITH 
PRATT GIVING ENTHUSIASTIC BRIEFINGS TO DR. ADAMS, AID, AND 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY BLAKE. GROUP ALSO CALLED ON 
OPIC AND PEACE CORPS, BUT UNABLE TO KEEP EXIM BANK APPOINT- 
MENT. SECHEDULING PROBLEMS PREVENTED VISIT TO COMMERCE. 

2. PRATT TOLD ADAMS AND BLAKE THAT OCCASION OF HIS VISIT 
TO IMF/IBRD MEETINGS PROVIDED EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY HIS 
BRIEFING SENIOR USG OFFICIALS ON GOSL'S NEW DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN AND TO PERSONALLY PRESENT COPIES OF PLAN. HE STRES- 
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FIVE- YEARS WITH OBIECTIVE OF ACHIEVING SELF-SUFFICIENCY 
IN RICE PRODUCTION, WHICH IN TURN WOULD PERMIT SUBSTANTIAL 
REDUCTION IN IMPORT OTHER BASIC FOODSTUFFS. 

3. AT OPIC PRATT EMPHASIZED FINANCIAL ASPECTS OF PLAN 
STATING IT IMPOSSIBLE TO DEVELOP SIERRA LEONE'S RESOURCES 

WITHOUT EXTERNAL ASSISTANCE. PRATT HOPEFUL THAT OF750 
MILLION DOLLARS NEEDED TO FINANCE PLAN, TWO-THIRDS CAN BE 
RAISED INTERNALLY WITH REMAINING 250 MILLION COMING FROM 
EXTERNAL SOURCES, MAINLY IN FORM OF PRIVATE INVESTMENTS. 

PRATT TOLD OPIC OFFICIALS GOSL DOES NOT INTEND NATIONALIZE 
HOLDINGS OF PRIVATE INVESTORS AND GOVERNMENT PARTICIPATION 
IN THEM WOULD RANGE FROM MODEST 10 PERCENT TO NO MORE THAN 
5 1 PERCENT. HE REFERRED TO SIERRA RUTILE WHICH HE 
SAID WHOLLY-OWNED BY BETHLEHEM STEEL AND NORD RESOURCES 
AS EXAMPLE GOSL'S MODERATION ON NATIONALIZATION. 

PRATT TOLD GROUP RUTILE EXPORTATION ALREADY STARTED WITH 
BETHLEHEM EXPECTING EXPORT 4-5 MILLION DOLLARS RUTILE 
THIS YEAR. 

COMMENT: OVERALL RESPONSE TO PRATT S PRESENTATION, WHILE 
NOT NEGATIVE, WAS NONCOMMITTAL. HE COUNTERED BY SAYING 
THAT ALTHOUGH US CURRENTLY HAMPERED BY PROBLEMS OF IN- 
FLATION, USG STILL IN POSITION TO RENDER FINANCIAL ASSIS- 
TANCE TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES STRUGGLING TO ACHIEVE SOME 
SORT OF ECONOMIC PARITY. PRATT S COMMENTS ON SIERRA 
RUTILE TOGETHER WITH OUTLINE GOSL PLANS FOR NATIONALI- 
ZATION OF PRIVATE INVESTMENTS, APPEAR INCONSISTENT WITH 
CURRENT TRENDS. DEPARTMENT WELCOMES EMBASSY COMMENTS. INGERSOLL 
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